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commend themselves by their truth alone; they then
examined what had been done by men in inter-
national transactions, from the earliest times on re-
cord, though they did not accept or approve every-
thing that had been done as a precedent, but adopted
as precedents and examples, to be followed only by
such acts or modes of transacting international busi-
ness as agreed with the eternal principles of truth
and justice, which they took as the point of departure
for ascertaining what international law was, or
should be: they also related various wrongful trans-
actions, as examples to be avoided.

In the nineteenth century "Civilisation" has
taken the place of "Religion" as a watchword, and
as a pretext for aggression. The modern term, like
the former one of difference of religion, is used to
proscribe those who differ from the persons who utter
it, and to deprive them of those rights which all
men possess in common, and to get rid of those obli-
gations which all members of the family of mankind
owe to one another. The modern term is more vague,
more elastic, more unjust; and it serves to deprive
the Chinese of the rights of international law and
its mutual obligations, equally with the Eeejee Is-
landers, or other cannibals.* The application of the

* The following passage from a controversy between Las Casas,
bishop of Chiapa, and Dr. Gines de Sepulveda, clironicler of the